TABS BY NIKKO 


Tabs are not intended to be accurate or official tabs for the artist, but 
are merely by-ear transcriptions. These tabs are to be used for: 
Study, Skill Development, and Scholarship only. Tabs are provide 
for musicians who want to further their instrument skills. We do not 
seek to violate copyrights, and we encourage that you purchase the 
artist's album and official sheet music. 


You can see more at: 


http://www.hoodoovoodoolounge.com/tabs/tabs.htm 


60 Уеаг$ 

Baby Blue Eyes 
Beautiful Blues 

Blue Jean Bop 

Build for Speed 
Cruisin 

Double Talkin' Baby 
Gene and Eddie 
Gonna Ball 

I Wont Stand In Your Way 
Lookin Better Every Beer 
Mack the Knife 

My One Desire 

Race with the Devil 
Ring Ring Ring 
Rumble in Brighton 
Runaway Boys 

Sexy + 17 

Smokin' N' Burnin 
Stray Cat Strut 

Too Hip, Gotta Go 
Ubangi Stomp 

You Can't Hurry Love 
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60 years 


General notes - Hell of a way to star and album doncha think? Love it. You and your bass player will 
need to drop your low E down to D for this one. The sound is fantastic. I'm guessing it's the Bassman 
amp cranked up, it's got quite a bass response to the sound. 


Playing tips - This song's got a strong bluesy feel to it and most of it is played with the fingers, although 
it's a bit tough to tell exactly where the switching to the pick comes in. The heavier distortion evens out 
the finger/pick response difference. The tied notes in the intro figure represent the thumb-brushing 
technique Brian uses. "Strum" the first two notes with your thumb and pluck the last one with the middle 
finger. This moves pretty quick, but it's a good chop to get down - Brian uses it A LOT (Check out 8 
Track). Nothing real tricky to the rest of the song - it's fairly easy but it just flat out rocks. For once an 
easy solo ;) 


Bass - 8th note slaps all the way through. Sounds a bit flabby on the record, but it's the first time I've 
heard a low D slapped also. Pretty straightforward. 


Make sure to use ear plugs... Nikko 
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Baby Blue Eyes 


Stray Cats excellent cover the Johnny Burnette Trios' Baby Blue Eyes. The Cats version comes off much 
smoother than the original and it's one of my favorite tunes. I suggest checking out the original to see 
how close this version is. The song structure is strange. It doesn't follow the standard 12 bar format. 
Watch for the one measure changes and the extra measures tossed in here and there. 


Guitar notes: The verses are played with the fingers and the solos with a pick. The verses can get a bit 
tricky. The thumb has to strum several strings, especially in the 2nd verse on. It might just be easier to 
hit it all with a pick. Make sure you turn the master volume down on the verses and up on the solos. 
There's an acoustic guitar that strums the root chords throughout the whole song, but I didn't transcribe 
it. That gets too tedious and there's not much point. 


Bass notes: Nothing strenuous here. Eighth note slapping and standard progressions 


I can't stop hummin' this опе, 
Nikko 
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Beautiful Blues 


I had a request for some more jazzier stuff, so here you go. Not sure where to start on this one, except to 
say that if you can play this, you really don't need my tabs. This is an incredible song that I can't listen to 
just once. It's different that any other Stray Cat song and it kind of foreshadows the BSO work later on. 
There's two guitars, the main acoustic and probably Brian's Gibson Super 400. The D'Angelico probably 
wasn't involved at this point. Way down deep at the heart of this song is a standard, 12 bar blues 
progression, but the song's full of what I like to call "yoga jazz chord" substitutions. It's a great example 
of how to take a boring 12 bar blues and turn it on its head, spin it around, hang it out to dry, stick it in 
the dryer to fluff it up. I can't guarantee that this transcription is anywhere near 100%, but it will get you 
there. When you're learning this one, use verse 1 as the basic pattern and embellish from there. The rest 
of the verses use verse 1 as a springboard to add to the song. This is a song that appears in those 
Japanese tab books, but their version, as in most cases, is very wrong. That's why I got rid of all mine. 
No playing tips here, in fact, feel free to make some of your own! 


Let me hear you play it. Baby, play the yoga chord blues, 


NikkoTabs 
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Blue Jean Bop 


Do yourself a favor, if you haven't already, and go buy yourself a Gene Vincent CD. Look for one with a 
bunch of familiar Stray Cat titles. You're EXACTLY where Brian gets a good portion of his licks. Cliff 
Gallup used a thumb pick and at least 3 finger picks to get his sound. Brian just uses the old pick tucking 
technique you're all very familiar with by now, right? Pull out your "57 Duo Jets for this one (I don't 
have one either) or a Dynasonic equipped solid body. 


Play it like you mean it, Nikko 
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Cruisin 


A very cool song about beatin' people up originally done by Gene Vincent and the Blue Caps. Brian uses 
one of his "57 Duo Jets with the single-coil DeArmond pickups just like Cliff Gallup. Nothing in this 
song is extremely difficult, but you need to turn up the echo volume a notch or two - it's fairly loud. If 
you've gotten Rooster Rock pretty close by now, this one should be no problem. The bass is not slapped 
(it might even be an electric bass) and is straightforward scales. One of the easier lines by Mr. Rocker. 
Nikko 
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Double Talkin' Baby 


This is a great example of the magic that happens when you record live in the studio. Pretty much 
standard Sezter fare, just played quickly 


Please make up your mind, 
NikkoTabs 
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Gonna Ball 


You could probably get away with strumming this song entirely with your thumb, except the solo. It's 
hard to hear when the pick switches happen. Nothing earth-shattering in difficulty. It's just a great song 
that needed to get tabbed. For you bass players out there, I'm not sure what was going on during the 
recording, but Lee's playing is um... less than stellar. The slapping isn't consist and there's a bunch of 
dropped notes. His intonation is way off on some notes (G's instead of G#'s), dead on in others. What 
you see in the tab is what the notes "should" be, according to the scales. Not a whole lot has been 
changed, but it would have been impossible to duplicate as it was played on the record. 


That's the way I want it, that's the way it must be done. 
NikkoTabs 
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I Won't Stand In Your Way 
Notes - Page 1-2-3 - 4 - 5 


Ripped from ће BSO Live in Japan DVD that shows off some of Brian's best writing and a beautiful 
solo. This version is played on the baritone he got just for singing this song (tuned to low C, see Mystery 
Train). The arrangement is very close to the Stray Cats version and the solo is note for note the same. If 
you want to play along with the Cats version, play a standard guitar and drop the tuning 1/2 step to Eb. 
The worst part of this song is the 9Ш to 5th fret stretch in the A chords. No help I can offer there. The 
solo is double stops, but most of the notes are taken directly from the same chords in the verses. 


I'm just a boy who's easily led astray, 


NikkoTabs 
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Lookin Better Every Beer 


Thought everybody deserved a break. This is a great and easy song to play. Dust off the acoustic and 
have a good time. Just don't sing it to your lady 


I'm better lookin' every beer, 
Nikko 
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Mack the Knife 
Notes Page 1-2-3-4-5-6-7-8 


One of BSO’s best if you’re asking me, which you’re probably not. Anyway, it’s a rockin’ tune that 
Brian covers EXTREMELY well. I can’t say that all the chords are right in this transcription. That 

D' Angelico he uses just gets lost in the mix. But, what you see is what's going on tonally. Once you 
learn through the 3rd verse, you have the rest of the song. At that point, the song modulates up a half- 
step for each verse. You play the same thing one fret higher. Couldn’t be easier ;) Have fun. 


Nikko 
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Race with the Devil 


Hey, all you cats who requested this one. Here it is. Put away your new SSLVOs and grab a Dyna Jet. If 
you haven't already, you need to check out the original Gene Vincent original. You'll really get an 
insight into Brian's playing. This one's a bit tough. The solos are smokin’ hot. I guess that's why 
everybody wanted this one. There's lots of pick tucking in this song. You should be a lot better at it than 
I am by now. I transcribe, you play. 


Nikko 
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Ring Ring Ring 


General notes - Turn up the repeat volume a minute or two for this one and "get a bit seasick" with the 
Bigsby (Hotlicks reference). Great tension created in this song, you really get to feeling it. 


Performance notes- Nothing over the top. Brian's used this rhythm figure on a few numbers, but it's 
usually in a minor key. The major 7th adds to the tension he's trying to create. The solos aren't really that 
tricky, but watch out for the chromatic pull-off runs in Solo 2-pt 2. Ah, remember the 80's. This lick was 
used quite a bit by Iron Maiden, the Scorpions and the like. It's refreshing to hear it hear, since Brian 
rarely does it. Fun as heck to play 


Bass- I'm not sure what Spaz is going for here, but it's straight 8th note slapping. The high runs in the 
solos really have nothing much to do with the key it's in, so really just go for it. It's more feel than 
accuracy. Mix the major and minors, who's going to notice!! 


You may need a Xanax after this one... 


Nikko 
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Rumble in Brighton 


This tab is two guitars arranged for one. What you're seeing is what Setzer plays live. Great solo. 


NikkoTabs 
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Runaway Boys 


Use pretty heavy muting in the opening line to get the right chunkiness. Lots of Bisgby work in here but 
the solos not too tough. 


Runnin’ faster all the time, 
NikkoTabs 
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Sexy + 17 


It's obvious that Stevie Ray ripped off the opening solo lick for one of his hits ;) This one sure sounds it's 
played on a Falcon. There's at least two guitars on this song, but I've arranged it for one - the way Brian 
would play it live. If you play it in the position shown, hitting those chord stabs isn't tough, just hit 'em 
quick. Dig in hard on the up and down picking on the main lick. It really adds some balls. Oh yeah, this 
song's a blast to play. 


Act a little bit obscene, Nikko 
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Smokin' N' Burnin 


General notes- Isn't this really the best song on the album? It's also the most rockabilly too (but don't tell 
Spaz ;) Plug your Gretsch into the Roland, roland into the Bassman and rock. It's just that simple. This 
song's about the vocal performance anyway. "It's a shame I didn't will it to my mother-in-law" kills me 
every time. 


Anybody who caught my transcription to Hot Rod Girl or Fishnet Stockings shouldn't have any problem 
with this one. Same type of feel. Lots of pick tucking in this one. I hope you've got that down by now. 
Watch for the Bigsby during the A7 figures in the verses. Just a аар! do ya. Solo 1 has that fast picking 
part. Don't get hung up on the notes you see - hit a 16th note picking pattern and fret some notes, man. 
Nobody's gonna care which ones they are. Solo 2 gets a bit rough with the alternate thumb/finger 
picking. Practice this one very slow and gradually build it up to speed. It takes a long time to get down, 
but OH is it worth it. In the Outro, you need to kick on a distortion pedal to take it up to 11 and rock. 
This song's a whole lot of fun to play. Enjoy the hell out of it. 


Bass - Just kidding Spaz, Lee didn't slap all the time either. Eighth note plucking here, no slaps. 
Although, who really knows but the band. The bass sound on the album is really tough to pick out. Mark 
Winchester's sound was much more defined. If you feel like slapping, go right ahead. The lines stick 


more to the standard blues scales than some of the other stuff he plays. 


Nikko 
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Stray Cat Strut 


I’ve arranged 3 guitars down to 2.? The lead guitar alternates thumb and pick.? The rhythm strums ? 
note chords with the thumb and the 2nd rhythm plays the verse structure under the solos.? The lead 
guitar is picked with two fingers and a thumb with some thumb strumming thrown in (shown with tied 
notes) through the first solo.? The rest of the song is played with a pick.? The solos are really the only 
tough part of the song.? It is really “out of the box” through minor and diminished runs.? If you want to 
arrange this for one guitar, it’s easy enough.? Combine the two lines by strumming the lower strings 
with your thumb and plucking the accent notes.? It’s really important to ride your volume control 
throughout the song to get the dynamics right and the sound balanced.? It still stands up after all of these 
years as some of the best writing Setzer’s done. 


Nikko 
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Too Hip, Gotta Go 


Yeah, yeah, yeah. You have the Hot Licks video, but the video doesn’t give you the whole song or the 
bass line. Really, this song’s just too cool to play. The opening lick is a bit tricky at first. Play the open 
string with your thumb, slide from 2 to 4, hit the D with your middle finger and the E with your ring 
finger. It gets easy pretty quick. The rest of the song isn’t too bad. If you don’t have the video, get to 
eBay. Its well worth the money and this song is the star of the show. This song’s full of great phrasing 
and show’s you how to break up the monotony of the 1-4-5. Have a blast! 


Too hip, gotta go, Nikko 
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Ubangi Stomp 


If you haven't heard the original Warren Smith version, you have to check it out. The one thing about the 
Stray Cats is they picked THE best songs to cover. This song's as fun as it gets to play. About time there 
was an easy tab. In the main strumming pattern, use your picky to hit the 3rd fret "bass notes." 


Come on, we all know you scream along with Slim Jim. 


NikkoTabs 
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You Can't Hurry Love 

This is one that someone asked for a long time ago that I never got around to revising. It's not my best 
work, but the chords and solos are right. You have to love a cover song that comes out better than the 
original. The chord changes are medium difficulty, but they come quick. Make sure you know what's 

coming. ROCK! 


NikkoTabs 
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Some words... 


Remember, everything in our lives can be shared (except your wife and your car 
ehehehehehehe)...and today we have a lot of information on world...and we have a 
short time life to learn all theses things in my opinion. So, shared your knowledge, 
your music, your books, your ideias, your impressions, your love, your power, 
your hope. I believe that we can do a “world of shared-knowledge" together. 
Don't worry about the rights of books companies, big record companies, big pay- 
software companies, etc. They have a lot of money already. Remember, in the 
other side of river there's a lot of people like you and me that don't have a access 
to all information. So shared. You will be helping to create a world more just and 
more intelligent too. 


Algumas palavras... 


Lembre-se, tudo em nossas vidas pode ser compartilhado (exceto sua esposa e seu 
carro eheheheheh)...e hoje nós temos muita informação circulando no mundo...e 
nós temos um pequeno tempo de vida para aprender tudo isso na minha ۰ 
Entao, comparilhe seu conhecimento, sua musica, seus livros, suas 146145, suas 
impressões, seu amor, sua força, sua esperança. Eu acredito que nós podemos 
junto fazer um *mundo do conhecimento compartilhado". Мао se preocupe com os 
direitos legais das grandes editoras, grandes gravadoras, empresas de software 
pago, etc. Eles já tem muito dinheiro. Lembre-se, do outro lado do rio tem muita 
gente como você e eu que пао tem acesso а toda essa informação. Então 
compartilhe. Vocé estará ajudando a criar um mundo mais justo e mais inteligente 
também. 


MathGond 
sodabilly (hotmail.com 


